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Interpretations of Aristotelian epagoge (induction) have swung widely,
and the largest factor in the variation has been the role played by Pri-
or Analytics 1 23. From Boethius in the sixth century to the medieval
rediscovery of Aristotelian texts in the twelfth, this one short chapter
was nearly all that was known of Aristotelian induction and was taken
as saying that induction is a kind of deduction made valid by a com-
plete enumeration of particulars. Scholastic logicians from Aquinas to
Zabarella, though they had access to the full corpus, continued to treat
Prior Analytics II 23 as the definitive text and to read it the same way.
They overlooked or dismissed seemingly contradictory statements else-
where in the corpus. Renaissance humanists, who gave the Topics and
Rhetoric more attention, found there an image of induction more like
Socrates’ search for definitions than Aristotle’s treatment of the syllo-
gism. Francis Bacon’s influential work on induction early in the seven-

1 Thanks to James G. Lennox, Gregory Salmieri, Allan Gotthelf, and an anonymous
referee for valuable comments on earlier drafts.

Translations are those listed in the bibliography unless otherwise noted.

APEIRON a journal for ancient philosophy and science
003-6390/2007 /4004 345-374 $30.00 © Academic Printing and Publishing













































